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needs led to epidemics. The Public
Health Act, 1875. brought in iso-
lation hospitals, compulsion to
notify infectious diseases, vaccin-
ation, supervision of common
lodging-houses, etc., under the
direction of the medical officer of
health. The introduction of school
medical inspection in 1907 was an
important step forward in pre-
ventive medicine.

During the Second Great War,
rationing, by distributing available
food evenly, the provision of can-
teens, and the supply of milk for
mothers and young babies, helped
to maintain the health of the
people, in spite of the strain of the
war years, at an exceedingly high
level.

The National Health Service
Act, 1946, provided for the setting
up of health centres by local
authorities (see Health Centre).
One of the difficulties of enlarging
the scope of preventive medicine
is that the education of doctors
has always been directed too much
towards specialisation in disease,
and little study has been devoted
to an analysis of what constitutes
health. Consult An Approach to
Social Medicine, J. D. Kershaw,
M.D., 1946.

Preventive Service. Former
branch of the coast defence service
of the U.K. The preventive service
came into existence after the end
of the Napoleonic wars, to sup-
press smuggling on the S. coast of
Sussex. Two naval vessels, Ramil-
lies and Hyperion, were commis-
sioned, chiefly with half-pay naval
lieutenants, but the officers were
actually stationed at various points
along the coast with the necessary
taen and boats. By 1830 the ser-
vice had expanded to include many
vessels up to 200 tons, revenue
cutters, etc., and in 1845 men who
joined the preventive service were
required to sign on to serve in
the navy in case of emergency.
After 1857 the service became the
Coast Guard (q.v.) service,

Prevesa OR PREVEZA. Town of
Greece. Situated on the W. coast
at the entrance of the gulf of Arta,
it has a considerable shipping trade,
and exports olives and olive oil.
Pop. 8,059. The ruins of Nikopolis,
founded by Augustus to commem-
orate the battle of Actium, He 4 m.
N. Prevesa gives its name to a
dept. of Epirus ; pop. 77,368.

Pr6vost, EUGENE MARCEL
(1862-1941). French novelist. He
was bom in Paris, May 1, 1862,
and worked as engineer in a Lille
factory until 1891, by which time
he had attained popularity with
Ms stories. His novels, which

Eugene Pr6vost,
French novelist

followed one another in rapid
succession, include Le Scorpion,
1887; La Cousme Laura, 1890;
Lettres de
Femmes, 1892,
followed by
Nouvelles Let-
tres, 1894, and
Dernieres Let-
tres, 1897; Les
I) e m i-Viergea,
1894; L'Heu-
r e u x Menage,
1901; Lettres
a Fran goise
Mariee, 1908;
La Retraitc Ardento, 1927. A play,
La Plus Faible, produced at the
Comedie FranQaise in 1904, en-
joyed great success. In 1919 Pre-
vost was elected to the Academy,
and he lived until April 8, 1941.
Pron, Pray-vo.

Prevost d'Exiles, ANTOINE
FRANCOIS (1697-1763). French
abbe and author. He was born at
H e s cl i n, Ar-
tois, April 1,
1697, and
e d u c ated by
the Jesuits,
and saw some
HI i 1 i tary ser-
vice before
joining the
Benedictine
order in 1721.
In 1728, fol-
lowing a period
of exile in Holland and England, he
published the first vol. of his
M6moires d'un Homrne de Qualite,
which ran to many vols. and in-
cluded the enchanting Manon
Lescaut. He spent most of the
rest of his life near Ghantilly,
writing industriously, but none of
his other works is remembered.
He died Nov. 23, 1763. His works
were pub. in 39 vols. in 1806 ; an
Eng. trans, of Manon Lescaut, with
life of Prevost, appeared in 1841.

Preysing, COUNT KONRAD
(1880-1950). German ecclesiastic.
He was born Aug. 30, 1880, near
Landshut, of the Bavarian aristo-
cracy. Destined for diplomacy, he
studied law, and worked in the
foreign office at Munich and at the
Italian court before going to study
theology at Innsbruck. Writing on
history and canonical law, he came
into contact with the nuncio who
was later Pope Pius XII. In 1928
Preysing took pastoral office at the
chapter of Munich cathedral; in
1932 was appointed R.C. bishop of
Eichstatt; in 1935, of Berlin, where
he valiantly resisted Nazi encroach-
ment upon the Church. In 1946 he
was created cardinal. He died in
Berlin, Dec. 21, 1930.

L'Abbe Prevost,
French author

Priam. In Greek mythology,
king of Troy, son of Laomedon and
father of Hector, Paris, Troilus,
Deiphobus, Polyxena, Cassandra,
and other children. He was popu-
larly credited with fifty sons and
daughters. He was the only one of
the sons of Laomedon that was
spared when Hercules came to
take vengeance for being cheated
out of his reward for saving Hesi-
one (q.v.) from the sea-monster.
When Hector had been killed by
Achilles, Priam, hi a pathetic and
powerful scene in the Iliad, visits
the conqueror in the night-time to
beg for the body of his son. At the
taking of Troy, Priam was killed
by Neoptolemus, or Pyrrhus, the
son of Achilles. See Homer ; Troy.
Priapus. In Greek mythology,
god of the reproductive powers of
nature, and patron of gardens. He
was the son of Dionysus and Aph-
rodite, and was especially wor-
shipped at Lampsacus on the
Hellespont. His worship often
degenerated into licentiousness.
Statues of Priapus were to be
found in gardens.
Pribalkhash. Earlier name of
Balkhash, a town of Kazakh S.S.R.,
on the N. shore of Lake Balkhash,
with large refineries for smelting
copper mined some 10 m. to the N.
It came into existence in 1928, and
grew rapidly. Pop. (est.) 75,000.
Pribilof Islands. Group of
small islands in Bering Sea. Situ-
ated about 200 m. S.W. of the
Alaskan mainland, they are an
important centre of the fur-seal
fisheries, and were constituted a
reservation in 1868. The islands,
of volcanic formation, were first
visited in 1786 by Gerasim Pribilof,
after whom they were named.
They were acquired by the U.S.A.
from Russia in 1867. See Bering
Sea Question.
Pribram. Town of Czecho-
slovakia, in Bohemia. It is 18 m.
S. of Beraun, and is famous for its
silver-lead mines. On the Sacred
Mount (1,903 ft.) are the Redemp-
torist convent and a church, much
visited by pilgrims. Pop. 10,468.
Price. Value expressed in
money. The ttrm is, however, not
confined to the time of actual sel-
ling ; a trader's price often states a
willingness to sell for that sum j a
list price or catalogue price may be
merely a basis from which the true
price will be calculated by the de-
duction of trade discount; the cost
price may be the total expended to
make an article ; the sale price, tne
sum of money a manufacturer is
willing to accept in exchange for
the article. A market price is a
price determined at any time